
GAO

United States General Accounting Office Office of
Washington, DC 20548 qeneral Counsel

4 i5 /o A,¢ etrecfsX<Refe~~~~~~~InReply x59-

- / ~~~~~~~~~~~AUS 1 5 1989

-2Wjst,$~olB, ~gt*-t@ tates ,16tomQ!e t ~
R"- r fa s eK n t; atn if v e ":t

-o'n t¢"v' ..; ;t:ttAS 'Celte,$

v ti'ons ri .Gse t - f^tS .^- e~u t? a ':, t$
i't,. erw--C: $.U eat2 §tt-t §frw arr e af ietLA ,rcX rcxett

5u~~aitao$ ar Cs7o &Nr@Q,2 ened ;p-4;,'t t~f%~33

oft 'wa~ttg-tr:¢;ct}-)ze iebt z*3'?t1'.9a0CF1 't'.'W' aztg s bef tore .,6>

.c~~~~~rn a . t.0.e.s? . d t-f,3 .-v tSit , ?t.
? .l~~~~t 3o jW3 ee XF : 2 t-..s stV :,3st intS ; it

itgSetzgw hCp )Ws ~,s 2~.eWtfRS@ >a'zUx tiufif4 

it's E~ ttt~j ;,jS 7,,3 ;;t->t i? R s 31j tw $t itez r it- f tii:d - f 3 cc t r z' . S[*. 
s3.emd; 'ht-I'-t 1.t; ;et 1-~r U! _,w pt .~it g, Q3:te, 4' 

l2E9>^3^JLe aiz' tiSDs J_ 0 n - T+t~ !,a!-XS ax Patt; sX3X;b ts>ic~tst-: toC ttki

canc L aX F ,, t t5-£* - ft , i7 ,; e , a, J3..¢- i -U t.i sIl' -'t t irii$ .................................... I C>z 4 e isl '! 0 ftat Oi

r2Ss ;gt~ii 4-M l5 1i $-i'; ''ti. 3 ................. aj.,c5A 

61teq4 'X* it~k 4 ot>-(rh>R? l4t32Si~i; tffi.7 m fJ'7A J~'at ^*->soti9. 

Ther reittt C2 Jrbe{is rev r;wz}t 5 i$ew!t 3<p tte! >Bt.L
ra!'rA4> wi ftn, 3 -d' 1tt -mo res,; f ir 2~w ~ & t o SSU g .3 t i d:>;;= 3 o i > 4er it

watltrW "nx ljtcm'a;tioni7s ly b3' ta tt tke st;-stv t xi at ot> eL 35 !r: e-
wca4 m._.-,Vres ve;> tt' c33Q^ 't.h 0tt~~t I' eid i:/ t'_vti

Zwri mit to

) @ / ~~~~~~~~~C>1 {39



. -

B-l959356. 4

and because. the oricjinal solicitation was canceled. In
,our decision Jdenyincig >21's ;3 protest of tihe cancellation,
vie pointed out that contractinj off icers have. broad dis-
cretion in decidin- whether to cancel a solicitation and
that we will, not overturn suchL a decision unless there
is aLn abuse of discretion. In this case, we found no
abuase of discretion because an adequate Dasis aor can-
cellation existed.

-e i liCev [Sr. Padgett places uadue sig nifcance
pon the Amy's aw~ardl of the, contract before our decisio

on 7''Pl $ second protest. D'eXfense Acquisition ;Ze~ulation
Z 2-407.8 permits an agency to award a contract Pondin;
our 6ecision on a protest whean the. Itei.ts are urgently
required, delivery will. be unduly deltayec4 Or a provipt
cvaittr& will otherwise be advantageous to r tc Governmitent.
Such a determiinatior must be aprxoved at an appropriate
level above the contrecting officer and in accordance
with Departiental procejures. in this case, the Deputy
Assistant Secretary. of t$n.c Ar-my (ticcuisition) granteod his
approval before the early a-Jar& was ado. Such approvals
arc no t Luncoizion, especially where, as here, 2previous
protests have held up a procureent for wany wonths.

Sincerely yourst
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